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treated as genealogically akin. The Albanian lan-
guage, for instance, is clearly Aryan, but the traces
of a common descent are so few that it is impossible
to decide as yet whether it should be treated as a
near relative of Greek, or as an independent branch
of the Aryan family. The language of Ceylon was
for a long time treated as not Aryan at all, but
certain terminations of the verb seemed to me to
remove all doubt as to its Sanskritic origin. In
these cases the difficulty of proving a common
origin is due to the ravages of phonetic decay
and dialectic growth. Languages, however, may
also diverge before their grammatical system has
become fixed and hardened; and in that case
they cannot be expected to show the same marked
features of a common descent as, for instance, the
Neo-Latin dialects, French, Italian, and Spanish.
They may have much in common, but they will like-
wise display an after-growth in words and grammatical
forms, peculiar to each dialect. With regard to words
we see, for instance, that even languages so intimately
related to each other as the six Romance dialects,
diverged in some of the commonest expressions. In-
stead of the Latin frater > the French frere, we find in
Spanish hermano. There was a very good reason for
this change. The Latin word frater, changed into
fray andfrayle, had been applied to express a brother
or a friar. It was felt inconvenient that the same
word should express two ideas which it was some-
times necessary to distinguish, and therefore, by a
kind of natural elimination, frater was given up as
the name of brother in Spanish, and replaced from
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